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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

For Lent, we as a parish have discussed 
ways that we can focus more closely on our 
life with God as individuals and as a parish. 
As individuals, we prepared for this season 
of turning back to God by looking at seven 

components of the Way of Love. By intentionally taking steps in our 
weakest areas of Turn, Learn, Pray, Worship, Bless, Go, and Rest, we can 
help our lives follow Jesus more closely and live into his love. 

For the past few weeks, have also explored at our parish’s Guiding 
Principles. These principles are qualities we have discerned to be an 
important part of how we live out our walk with Christ as a parish. When 
we are at our best, our common life and our ministries exhibit these six 
principles. They are:

• We ask for God’s guidance and power to do the work  
he has given us to do.  

• We undertake activities to develop loving relationships  
among all people.  

• We are hospitable and welcoming, inviting newcomers  
and strangers to join us. 

• We do what we do well for the glory of God.
• We enjoy our work together and have fun doing it.  
• We engage the wider community in the work we do.

The more we work to exhibit these qualities in whatever we do at St. 
John’s, the more we as a parish can live into Jesus’ love and share that love 
effectively with others.

I pray you are having a happy and holy Lent. I look forward to 
celebrating Holy Week and Easter with you.

Peace, Adam

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS
This year Sunday School Mite Box Collection funds will be sent to The Heifer 
Project, to buy a beehive or maybe two, for a needy family. Not only does a 
beehive provide a source of income through the sale of honey, beeswax, and 
pollen, and eventually, starter hives for other families, the bees pollinate crops 
and can double the harvest for a small family farm.  

You can find more info about our project at https://www.heifer.org/gift-
catalog/animals-nutrition/honeybees-donation.html. When you see a bee 
sticker throughout the church, please remember to pray for the success of the 
Mite Box Collection.

HELP: The Easter Vigil Reception planning has begun.  I am 
assigning various finger foods to the other churches attending but would like 
St. John’s to cover all the bases. If you have a favorite finger food; sandwich, 
dips, sweets, etc. and would bring it in for the Easter Vigil Reception, please 
fill out the form below and turn it in to the office or call Madge Tamber. 
Home: 724-662-4367, cell: 724-877-4467 or email madgetamber@gmail.com.

Even if you can’t attend it would be wonderful if you can share your favorite 
finger food. We also need help setting up, maintaining, and clean-up.  Many 
hands make light work. Thanks in advance for the help and fellowship that 
has made this glorious evening a tribute to GOD.

______  Finger Sandwiches 

______  Fruit & Dip

______  Cheese & Crackers 

______  Chips/Crackers & Dip

______  Vegetables & Dip

______  Finger Sweets

______  Setting up (6:30 pm)

______  Maintaining Tables 
               during reception

______  Clean-up

Name _________________________________________________________

Phone __________________ Email ________________________________
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Library News
Recently St. John’s Library had books donated. Carol Ulan donated We 

Have This Moment, Back Home Again, Empty Nest, Midsummer Melody, 
and Home for the Holidays. They are books from the Grace Chapel Inn 
series and will be added to those we already have. Two of Cleveland 
Amory’s cat books were left anonymously: The Cat and the Curmudgeon 
and The Best Cat Ever. Any pet lover will enjoy the books.

The library would like to thank Carol for her donations and would 
encourage anyone donating to leave your name with the books. There are 
often questions or duplications that need addressed.

– Barb Bogolin, Librarian • 724-347-1197

New Sound System
St. John’s now has a new sound system! 

JBPro Sound in Erie installed the system in 
mid-March. In addition to new speakers and 
monitors providing better sound coverage 
for the whole church, the system includes a 
hearing assist system. We have four headsets 
specifically designed for people who need 
extra help to hear the service. If you would like to try these easy-to-use 
and comfortable devices, just ask an usher or Father Adam. We also have 
an attachment for those with loop hearing aids that will feed directly into 
that system. Additional elements of our new sound system include two 
wireless headsets, two wireless handheld mics, and microphone jacks at 
both choir desks and in the altar area, and a plug-in for guitars, electronic 
pianos or other instruments. We will continue to work with JBPro over 
the next month to fine tune the system settings, so let us know how 
things sound! This system was paid for through a generous, directed, 
anonymous donation to the Believe and Prepare Capital Campaign. 

New Bulletins
St. John’s has a new liturgical planning software that allows us to easily 

put together bulletins with words and music from the Book of Common 
Prayer and our hymnals. The formatting is closer to the prayer book and 
somewhat different from what we have done in the bulletins the past 
few years. Please let us know if you find anything unclear, confusing, or 
particularly helpful. Thank you!

The next St. John’s Kids outing will be Sunday, April 14th, to the Olympic Fun 
Center. We will have lunch at the church, and head up to the rink about 12:15, 
and kids can be picked up AT the rink at 2:30. Please be sure to let Mrs. P or Miss 
Sherri know if your child will be attending, so that we have plenty of transportation.

By the time you read this, there will probably only be one week left in the  
Sock Challenge, As of this date, the 10:00 service is WAY ahead, let’s see if we 
can make this a little closer! So far, we have donated socks to Joshua’s Haven & 
Sharon School District, and more are needed. 

Thank you all for your response to this great outreach.

ST. JOHN’S FAMILY KITCHEN SERVING 
THE FREE COMMUNITY LUNCH:

NEXT COOKING DAY: Thursday April 18; 5:00 pm 
SERVING DAY: Saturday, April 20 

WRAP SILVERWARE & FINAL FOOD PREPARATION: 9:00-10:00 am 
SERVING/CLEAN-UP: 11:00 am-1:30 pm

Many hands make light work and more fun. Come join us. 
Any questions call Madge Tamber 724-6 62-4367

SHROVE TUESDAY  
PANCAKE SUPPER UPDATE

Thanks to the folks that came out to support our yearly Pancake Supper. This 

year we served 95 people and donations totaled $467. Our expenses were 

$197.84 which left $269.16 for the camp scholarship fund.
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From Our Music 
Director, Ron Gracilla

I’m sure you have all heard them. They start 
just before the sky shifts from deep night to 

sunrise. A few chirps, then a short sung phrase, and then full bird song 
to announce the new sunlight of a Spring morning. I’ve noticed that even 
Buster’s morning roustabout fails to silence their calls. Our long journey 
through Winter has finally ended!

On April 14th, Palm Sunday, we begin Holy Week. We will have 
services on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, The Great Vigil of Easter 
and The Sunday of the Resurrection (Easter Day). From a liturgical and 
musical sense we also end our journey from Lent into the joy of the new 
season.  I sure hope you avail yourself to these wonderful opportunities to 
embrace a new light of your own faith journey with us.

I can imagine few better Easter Anthems than Martin Shaw’s “With 
a Voice of Singing” to really take us boldly forward together as Easter 
people. I’ve found an arrangement that takes full use of our Choir, Brass 
Quartet and Timpani. You won’t want to miss it.

“With a voice of singing declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia! 
Utter it even unto the ends of the earth. The Lord hath delivered His 
people, Alleluia!
O be joyful in God, all ye lands. 
O sing praises to the honor of His name, make His praise to be 
glorious. 
With a voice of singing, declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia!”
And as my Slovak Grandfather used to say,
“Christos Voskrese! Voistinnu Voskrese!” (Christ is Risen! Indeed He Is Risen!)

Sing in all things, Ron Gracilla, Jr.

The Good Friday Offering brings The Episcopal Church together across all 
of our cultures, languages, and ethnic diversity – from domestic and overseas 
dioceses, North and South and Central America, the Caribbean, Taiwan, and 
our parishes in Europe – to focus our prayers and our tangible support to 
further the Jesus Movement through the parishes and institutions of healing 
and education throughout the Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East.

Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the 
only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place 
there in these days?’ (Luke 24:18). 

© 2019 The Episcopal Church, 815 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10017

The Good Friday Offering of our Church is one way to help connect the 
love of Christ on the cross with our support of the ongoing ministry of love 
and compassion carried out by our Anglican sisters and brothers throughout 
the Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East.

Your Good Friday offering can be put in the offering plate at any time, 
please be sure that it is marked “GOOD FRIDAY”.

Easter Flowers 
Every Easter our sanctuary takes on a special beauty because of the 
glorious Easter flowers that our parishioners provide. Once again, it is 
time to send in your donations and the names of those that you wish to 
memorialize or honor. 

A special envelope is included in this newsletter and needs to be returned 
no later than Tuesday, April 16. Please fill out the enclosed envelope 
by including your name and printing the names of those you wish to be 
remembered at our Easter services. 

All names submitted will be included in the listing at the Easter Vigil and 
Easter morning services. After Easter the flowers will be delivered to  
shut-ins of the parish.
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

The Episcopal Church 
Good Friday Offering
Jerusalem

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil,  
asking, ‘Who is this?’ (Matthew 21:10)

Ancient maps often put 
Jerusalem at the center of 
the world.  
All roads lead to Rome you 
say? Well, not always.

As is well known, 
Jerusalem is a holy city for 
the three Abrahamic faiths. 
For Christians, Jerusalem’s 
Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre is the traditional 
site of the crucifixion, death, and resurrection of Jesus. For Jews, the holiest 
place in Judaism is in Jerusalem – the Western Wall, a foundation wall of 
Herod’s Temple that was known to Jesus and destroyed by the Romans in 
AD 61. For Muslims, the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem is the third holiest 
place in Islam; it is where Muhammed is said to have ascended into heaven. 
Jerusalem draws Christians together on Good Friday in the mystery of how it 
is that God “gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life” (John 3:16). This holy city also draws us into 
the sacred mystery of the first Eucharist; the healing pools of Bethsaida; Jesus’ 
overturning of the money changers’ tables at the Temple; Mary’s devotion 
at the foot of the cross; and the empty tomb and the good news, which was 
slowly realized on the way to Emmaus.

As Jerusalem draws Christians together from around the world, the Good 
Friday Offering is an opportunity to bring The Episcopal Church together 
with a singular focus. 

Stations of the Cross in Jerusalem: The Third Station,  
Jesus Falls for the First Time

REMINDERS FROM THE OFFICE:
Easter flower envelopes are due no later than Tuesday, April 16.

The deadline to submit articles for the  
May 2019 newsletter will be Thursday, April 18.  
Please e-mail articles to the church at: stjohnssharon.org 

The office will close at noon on Friday, April 19 - April 22. 

Sunday, April 14 – Palm Sunday
8:00 am: Holy Eucharist
9:00 am: Sunday School
10:00 am: Joint Procession, beginning in the parking 
 lot of First Baptist Church

Maundy Thursday – April 18
 7:30 pm: Sung Eucharist and Stripping of the Altar  

Good Friday – April 19
Noon: Parish Office closes
12:05 pm: Stations of the Cross
12:30 pm: Sharon Hermitage
7:30 pm: Good Friday Liturgy

Holy Saturday – April 20
10:15 am: Rehearsal for those serving at the Vigil
11:00 am - 1:00 pm: Community Lunch served in Allen Hall
6:30 pm: Set-up for Easter Vigil reception in Allen Hall
8:00 pm: The Great Vigil of Easter 
 Reception to follow in Allen Hall

The Sunday of the Resurrection: Easter – April 21
8:00 am: Holy Eucharist
9:00 am: Easter Egg Hunt
10:00 am: Festal Sung Eucharist
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